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False report said Russia shot down missile from Norway 


By DAVE CARPENTER 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 


MOSCOW — It’s a missile! It’s 
been shot down by the Russians! 
It’s... allamistake? 


Yep. 


An erroneous report that Rus- 
sian forces had shot down a mis- 
sile launched from northern Eu- 
rope had governments around the 
world and their militaries asking 
questions yesterday. 


The “missile” turned out tobe a 
NASA-funded rocket that aimed 
to study the Northern Lights. The 
Norwegians launched it success- 
fully within their own territory 
after informing the Russian gov- 
ernment. It was not shot down. 


The Interfax news agency later 
acknowledged that its report was 
wrong. Vyacheslav Terekhov, 
deputy director of the agency, 
blamed the mistake on false in- 


formation from a high-ranking 
military source. 


Following the initial urgent re- 
port, Russian government and 
military officials said they knew 
nothing about a missile shoot- 
down. 


But at a time when Russia’s 
military is embroiled in a bloody 
war in Chechnya, the report set 
off widespread alarms. 


Spokesmen for NATO, the Pen- 
tagon, the Allied military com- 
mand in Europe, several coun- 
tries and President Clinton 
immediately said they were look- 
ing into the report. Later, a White 
House spokesman called it “to- 
tally unsubstantiated.” 


In Oslo, the Norwegian Defense 
Ministry said a research rocket 
was fired from the civilian An- 
doya Rocket Range on Andoya, an 
island off northern Norway, but 
with a trajectory to the northwest 
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in the Arctic Ocean near Nor- 
way’s Svalbard Islands. $ 


“We are a little puzzled by the 
report,’ said spokesman Erik 
Ianke. 

Valery Grishin, a Russian gov- 
ernment spokesman, said Norwe- 
gian authorities had fully in- | 
formed Moscow of the launch of a 
weather research rocket. 


“The rocket fell on its own — no 
one shot it down,” Grishin said. 
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